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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 57-75 and 78-96 are allowed. 


Reasons for allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 57, Ku (5,856,237), Visokay et al. (6,21 1 ,034) and Igarashi (6,107,656). 
appear to be the closest prior art reference. Ku, Visokay et al. and Igarashi teach 
substantially the entire claimed structure, as recited in claim 57, except a conductive 
diffusion barrier layer comprising WxNy and TiWxNy, and a conductive diffusion barrier 
layer comprising TiOxNy and TiWxNy 

Regarding claim 62, Pfiester (4,997,785), Wu (5,710,454), Hachiya (5,244,835) and 
Dennison (5,637,525), appear to be the closest prior art reference. Pfiester, Wu, 
Hachiya and Dennison teach substantially the entire claimed structure, as recited in 
claim 62, except enabling an artisan to modify the Pfiester device in its common cross 
section without extending the contact structure through its channel region. 
Therefore, prior art do not teach or render obviousness the semiconductor structure, as 
claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technology center (TC) 
2800 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to TC 2800 via the TC 
2800 Fax center located in Crystal Plaza 4, room 4-C23. The faxing of such 
papers must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 
30 (November 15, 1989). The Group 2811 Fax Center number is (703) 308-7722 
and 308-7724. The Group 2811 Fax Center is to be used only for papers related to 
Group 2811 applications. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or any earlier communication from the 
Examiner should be directed to Examiner Nadav whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1660. The Examiner is in the Office generally between the hours of 7 AM to 4 PM 
(Eastern Standard Time) Monday through Friday. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center 
Receptionists whose telephone number is 308-0956. 
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